NEWSLETTER

February 2017

Volume 2 Issue 1

Planning for the future of Darlington Point

Message from the Administrator
We are only two months in and
already it’s been a busy time for
Council.
So far this year we’ve unveiled a
new logo, attended three
successful Australia Day events,
awarded contracts for the
installation of a data
communications link between
the three branch offices and for
a Flood Study to be carried out
at Darlington Point and a town
plan.
The communications upgrade,
Flood Study and town plan are
three significant projects that
will only enhance our region.
In the coming months it’s going
to get busier, with a host of
other major projects planned for
the Council area.
Much of the work will come as a
result of grants that have been
awarded for a wide variety of
projects, with still more to be
announced.
We will keep the community
posted as decisions are made.
Congratulations to our worthy
Australia Day Award recipients.
You will also notice new signage
popping up all over the place as
we continue to roll out the new
corporate branding.
It’s certainly an exciting time for
everyone living and working
here and I look forward to
seeing the progress made.

Regards,

A new blueprint for the future of
Darlington Point is being developed and
the community is being urged to have
their say on what the town should look
like.

They can be made by contacting
Council’s Darlington Point Branch Office
on (02) 6960 5500.

Limited individual meeting times will also
be available throughout the day.

The final Township Structure Plan should
be complete by June.

This plan will assist in informing possible
changes to Council’s Local Environmental
Council has engaged Albury based
Plan and it will provide the community
consultants Habitat Planning to prepare a with a degree of certainty for the location
Township Structure Plan that will guide
of various land uses in the future.
the future development and use of land
The plan will make provision for housing,
within Darlington Point for the next 20
jobs and the location and demand for
years and beyond.
services while also protecting productive
This brings to fruition a motion from the
agricultural land and sensitive
previous Murrumbidgee Shire approved
environments.
on 20 April 2016.
It will also ensure recreational and
Public meetings will be conducted by
community needs are met and provide
Council and consultants to talk to
sustainable business and employment.
members of the community about
Field investigations and background
planning issues within the town and their
research is currently being carried out,
impact on the future.
while a Draft Township Structure Plan is
The first community consultation meeting expected to go on public exhibition in
will be held on Monday 27 February at
April when a second public consultation
the Darlington Point Club at 6.30pm.
meeting will be held.

Growing Murrumbidgee
Business Q & A
Coleambally Community Hall
Saturday 4 March from 6.30pm
RSVP Contact Gerrie
03 58886804

Austin
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AUSTRALIA DAY 2017
Australia Day award recipients from across the Murrumbidgee Council area have been acknowledged for their contributions to
the community. The winners were announced at official ceremonies in Coleambally, Darlington Point and Jerilderie throughout
the day on Thursday 26 January.

Darlington Point Australia Day award winners
Citizen of the Year -Roy Golsby-Smith
Young Sportsperson of the Year -Elie Hughes
Senior Sportsperson of the Year - Joy Birmingham
Sporting Team of the Year -Darlington Point Club Bowls Pennant
Team
Event\Group Achievement of the Year -Jaye Hughes & Friends

Jerilderie Australia Day award winners

Ambassador Paul Featherstone, and Darlington Point
Citizen of the Year Roy Golsby-Smith.

Jerilderie Citizen of the Year Award - Stephen Dalgliesh
Young Citizen of the Year Award - Paige Nash
Sportsperson of the Year Award -Ben Nash
Little Aussie Award-St Joseph’s Primary School - Brigit
Hamilton
Little Aussie Award Jerilderie Public School - Alexandra
Patu
The inaugural Jerilderie Community Volunteer Award - Nancy Locke
Pictures: (Back) Stephen Dalgliesh, Paige Nash and Ben Nash. (Front) Alexandra Patu and Brigit Hamilton (Far right)
Jerilderie Community Volunteer Award recipient Nancy Locke.

Coleambally Australia Day award winners
Citizen of the Year - Penelope Sheppard
Young Citizen of the Year -Thomas Breed
The Ian Sutherland Lifetime Achievement Award - Michael Breed
Event of the Year -Taste Coleambally Food & Farm Festival 2016
Cultural Award -Taste Coleambally Food & Farm Festival 2016 Art Precinct
Sporting Team of the Year - CFNC Under 13’s Netball Team
Sportsperson of the Year - Emma Dunbar
Junior Sportsperson of the Year - George Payne
Sub-Junior Sportsperson of the Year - Mia Jones
Pictures: (Top right) Ambassador Paul Featherstone, Young Citizen of the
Year, Thomas Breed and Citizen of the Year, Penny Sheppard cut the
cake.
(Bottom right) Ian Sutherland Lifetime Achievement Award - Michael Breed

2

MURRUMBIDGEE COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

Setting up for a brighter future

What’s on

This Council area is a community bursting with untapped
potential.
That was the message coming through loud and clear at the
Murrumbidgee Council Strategic Planning Workshop held on
Tuesday 7 February.
Economic, Tourism and Community Development Manager
Gerrie Carr-MacFie facilitated the meeting to discuss goals
and future development for the region.



Riverina Classic Catch and Release Fishing
Competition 10, 11 & 12 February Darlington
Point



Darlington Point Museum Open over the
weekend 11 and 12 February

The planning workshop was attended by staff, Administrator
and all nine Local Representative Committee (LRC) members, 
working collaboratively to come up with some big ticket ideas
such as pursuing natural gas to townships to increase the

prospects of business investment.
Among the topics discussed was the potential to value add to
the existing agricultural sector. The production of solar and

other renewable sources of energy and the need to capitalise
on deepening the business to business connection to make it
a self-contained region were also a focus.

Three major road works will be undertaken
across the Council area throughout 2017.
They are:


Billabong Bog Run Sunday 5 March
Jerilderie Racecourse
Steppin’ Out Darlington Point Seniors Week
Luncheon Darlington Point Club Wednesday
8 March from 10.30am



Steppin’ Out Darlington Point Seniors Week
Fashion Parade/High Tea CWA Park
Darlington Point Thursday 9 March 10am



Jerilderie’s Got Talent Seniors Week
Luncheon Friday 31 March at 10am Jerilderie
Civic Hall



Riverina Reckneck Rally 17 to 23 March



Next Murrumbidgee Council Meeting
Thursday 23 February, Darlington Point
commencing 10am

Main Canal Road

The reconstruction of 4.4km will see the full-length
of Main Canal Road sealed, which will be a benefit
to the freight industry and local farmers servicing
Coleambally.


Working Dog Auction Sunday 26 February
Jerilderie Race Course

February/March

Conargo Road

Pavement rehabilitation, widening the road,
improving drainage and sealing will allow better
access to the cotton gin.


South Coree Road, Jerilderie

The reconstruction of 7km along the South Coree
Road will be carried out this year.

Council Administrator Austin Evans (centre) welcomes new
Australian citizens Kathryn Maynard and Mahendar Chukka.
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Contracts awarded for flood study and communications upgrade
A contract to build the data network between the towns of Jerilderie, Coleambally and Darlington Point has been
awarded to ATI Australia Pty Ltd.
The $500,000 contract is to design, supply, build and install the data communications link between the three
branch offices. ATI Australia Pty Ltd was chosen from a competitive field of tenderers.
The project will commence in late February or early March, with an estimated completion date for the end of June
and will see the erection of up to two additional mono poles on Council owned sites.
This is a major project for the new Council, which will be a significant step forward in providing improved
connectivity and the ability to enhance our computer network across the three offices.
A second contract was awarded to BMT WBM Pty Ltd, who will carry out a Flood Study at Darlington Point.
This investigation of the Murrumbidgee River at Darlington Point is in partnership with the Office of Environment
and Heritage (OEH).
The existing Flood Study was done by Worley Parsons around 10 years ago, and since that time there have been
three floods.
Council is taking the opportunity to update the flood study based on issues of concern that were identified during
those floods and looking at what can be done to address them.
This will be a 12 month engagement and as part of the process there will be some community consultation.

Jerilderie apprentice receives top award
A second year apprentice working in the Murrumbidgee Council area has been awarded Group Training
Employment Services’ second year Apprentice of the Year Award and the Chairman’s Award.
Joe Brewster, 20, works for Jerilderie Electrics and beat apprentices with years more experience to take out the
prestigious Chairman’s Award, the highest award given, and one that generally goes to a third or fourth year
apprentice.
While working as an electrician apprentice for Jerilderie Electrics for the past two years, he also studied Certificate
III in Electrotechnology at TAFE NSW Riverina Institute in Albury.
Mr Brewster was nominated for the 2016 GTES Apprentice and Trainee Awards by his employer Andrew
Buckingham, who congratulated his conscientious employee.
Mr Brewster, who lives in Corowa but boards locally during the week, plans to finish the remaining two years of his
apprenticeship with Jerilderie Electrics. (Joe is pictured below right)

Contacting your Council
Murrumbidgee Council Service Centres:
Darlington Point - 21 Carrington Street
Coleambally - Brolga Place
Jerilderie - 35 Jerilderie St
Phone: 1300 MRMBGE (676243)
E-mail: mail@murrumbidgee.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.murrumbidgee.nsw.gov.au
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